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Charter. Terrible men these Chartists were: they demanded
not only universal suffrage, but a secret ballot, payment of
members, equality of constituencies.   Many of the well-to-
do took fright.    Others thought: "Nothing will happen,
because in this country nothing ever does happen."  The one
sort petitioned ministers to take action against the Chartists,
the other to take it against the manufacturers.   The Liberal
Ministry found itself in the tightest of corners.   Placed in
power by a coalition of the doctrinaires, the great manu-
facturers and the traditional Whigs, it could do nothing
for the working-classes without causing discontent among
its own allies. For the relief of poverty its sole idea had been
the new Poor Law, which established the Workhouse,
where the indigent had to be nourished, but kept confined
and subjected to the sternest regulations.   These prisons,
where a wife was parted from her husband, where a father
could hardly ever  embrace  his  children,   had   instantly
become the object of deep popular loathing.   Dickens, in
Oliver Twisty had drawn a picture of them both horrible and
true.   The people hated them so much that many poor
wretches preferred a hovel with neither fire nor furniture,
and poverty absolutely refused to seek shelter  in  this
Bastille of the poor.

In contrast, the Tory party profited by the unpopularity
of its adversaries. For Peel, the son of a manufacturer, and
a supporter of the Poor Law Bill, the situation was difficult
to exploit in Parliament. But a Disraeli could imagine no
combination of circumstances more favourable to his ide&t.
That regret for the past which is felt by the unfortunate, tlwt
sadness at having seen the substitution of a hard acimiimtra-
tive charity for the friendly aid of parish or manar-htui*t*.
was nothing else, transformed into naive sentiment, than
that popular conservatism which he had always preached.
Whence came the evil, according to his view ? IVum the